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Historical introduction: The context of the time in
which Balduíno IV lived dates back to the period of the
Crusades, which were Christian military expeditions
carried out between the 11th and 13th centuries.
During this period, Western Europe was immersed in
religious and military fervor, seeking to regain control
of the Holy Land, which included Jerusalem and other
territories considered sacred to Christians. In this
scenario of religious fervor, the Kingdom of Jerusalem
played a key role. Established during the Crusades,
the kingdom was a Christian state that encompassed
territories in the Holy Land, with Jerusalem as its
precious jewel. For Christians, the Kingdom of
Jerusalem represented the realization of a dream:
owning the holy city and controlling the places
venerated by the faithful. However, the Christian
kingdom of Jerusalem faced numerous challenges,
especially the threat posed by Muslim leaders, most
notably Saladin. European Christians and Muslims
were constantly at odds, fighting for control of these
disputed lands. The presence of Saladin and his
Muslim forces became a major concern for Christian
leaders, and the need for defense and protection of the
King



Brief overview of the Lusignan dynasty and its
accession to the throne: Amid this turbulent
backdrop, the Lusignan dynasty emerged as a noble
family of French origin that played a significant role in
the Kingdom of Jerusalem. After the fall of Jerusalem
to Saladin in 1187, the Lusignan dynasty took the
throne and became the new ruling force. Baldwin IV,
the protagonist of this book, emerged as heir to the
throne and rose to power as a result of his Lusignan
lineage. Born in 1161, Baldwin IV was the son of
Amalric I and his mother, Agnes de Courtenay. His
father and brother, Baldwin III, played important roles
in the history of the Kingdom of Jerusalem, and
Baldwin IV received a heritage full of challenges when
he assumed the throne. That heritage included not
only the responsibility to lead and protect the
Kingdom of Jerusalem, but also the need to face the
political, military, and diplomatic challenges that
would shape his reign. Throughout his life, Baldwin IV
had to deal with Saladin's constant threat and the
need to make crucial decisions for the survival of his
kingdom.



Reign of Baldwin IV: The reign of Baldwin IV was
marked by challenges due to his fragile health and the
military threats facing the Kingdom of Jerusalem.
Despite his leprosy, Balduíno IV proved to be a
courageous and determined leader, seeking creative
solutions to ensure the continuity of the kingdom.
Facing the threat of Saladin, he personally led notable
military campaigns, such as the Battle of Montgisard
in 1177, using defensive strategies and fortifying
castles to protect the borders. Baldwin IV also
established diplomatic alliances to strengthen the
Kingdom of Jerusalem. His legacy lies in his courage
in the face of adversity and his effective defensive
strategies, which contributed to the preservation of
the kingdom at a critical time. His leadership during
the Crusades left a lasting impact, influencing how
the Kingdom of Jerusalem and the Crusades are
remembered and studied to this day.



Brief overview of the Lusignan dynasty and its
accession to the throne: The Lusignan dynasty
emerges as a noble family of French origin that played
a significant role in the Kingdom of Jerusalem during
the period of the Crusades. Its history dates back to
the 11th century, when the Lusignan rose to
prominence as feudal lords in the Poitou region of
France. In the context of the Crusades, the Lusignan
family was drawn to the Kingdom of Jerusalem, as
European nobles saw opportunities for power, wealth
and expansion of their influence in the East. In 1187,
Jerusalem fell to Saladin's forces, an event that would
mark a turning point for the Lusignan dynasty. It was
after the fall of Jerusalem that the Lusignan took the
throne of the Kingdom of Jerusalem. The Lusignan
lineage became one of the main noble families in the
kingdom and, in particular, Baldwin IV became heir to
the throne as a direct result of this lineage.



Baldwin IV, born in 1161, was the son of Amalric I and
his mother, Agnes de Courtenay, who were also part of
the Lusignan dynasty. His father's untimely death
when Baldwin IV was only nine years old saw him
assume the crown as the family's next heir. However,
Baldwin IV's ascension to the throne was not easy. In
addition to the political and military issues affecting
the Kingdom of Jerusalem, his fragile health,
resulting from his leprosy condition, brought
additional challenges. Leprosy was a feared and
stigmatized disease at the time, and its presence in
the monarch required special adaptations in the
governance of the kingdom. Despite his condition,
Balduíno IV received an education suitable for a future
king, with emphasis on his military and strategic
training. His access to education and the hands-on
experience gained from childhood helped prepare him
for the leadership role he would have to play.



Baldwin IV's ascension to the throne of the Kingdom
of Jerusalem came at a crucial time, when Saladin
was becoming an ever-increasing threat. In this
context, Balduíno IV sought to strengthen the
kingdom through alliances and defensive strategies.
Although his failing health limited his mobility and
presence in battle, he strove to lead personally when
possible, inspiring his soldiers with his courage and
determination. The Lusignan lineage played a key role
in the identity of the Kingdom of Jerusalem, providing
dynastic continuity and a connection to the past.
Through Baldwin IV, the Lusignan dynasty left its
mark on the kingdom, facing



Notable military strategies and battles led by Baldwin
IV: During his reign, Baldwin IV showed himself to be
an astute military strategist, facing Saladin's threats
and seeking creative ways to protect the Kingdom of
Jerusalem. Despite his fragile health, he
implemented smart defensive strategies that left a
lasting impact. One of the most notable strategies
employed by Balduíno IV was the use of guerrilla
warfare. He understood that facing Saladin's massive
army in direct battles could be to the disadvantage of
the Kingdom of Jerusalem. Instead, Baldwin IV opted
to launch surprise attacks and ambushes against
enemy forces, exploiting the region's geographic
features to gain a tactical advantage. Another crucial
measure was the fortification of strategically located
castles. Baldwin IV recognized the importance of
these fortresses as vital defensive points, allowing his
troops to take refuge and resist Saladin's advances.
He invested significant resources in improving and
expanding existing fortifications, as well as building
new castles.



Despite his illness limiting his direct participation in
battles, Baldwin IV led his army on some notable
campaigns against Saladin. One such battle was the
Battle of Cresson in 1187. On that occasion, Baldwin
IV led his troops in an attempt to slow the advance of
Saladin's forces, allowing nearby towns and
fortresses to prepare for the imminent siege.
Although the battle resulted in a defeat for the
Crusaders, the strategic objective of buying time was
achieved. Another notable battle was the Battle of
Hattin, also in 1187. Although Baldwin IV did not
directly participate due to his poor health, he played a
key role in the preparation and strategy for the battle.
Unfortunately, the Crusaders were decisively defeated
by Saladin, resulting in a series of disastrous
consequences for the Kingdom of Jerusalem.



Although Baldwin IV did not achieve a decisive military
victory against Saladin, his remarkable strategies and
battles left an important legacy. His defensive
approach and guerrilla warfare allowed the Kingdom
of Jerusalem to resist Saladin's advances for an
extended period, providing time to reorganize and seek
support. Balduíno IV's courage and leadership
inspired his soldiers, conveying a message of
determination and perseverance in the defense of
their homeland. Even facing poor health, his symbolic
presence on the battlefields and his active
participation in military strategies demonstrated his
unwavering commitment to the protection of the
Kingdom of Jerusalem.



Although the Battle of Cresson resulted in a defeat for
the Crusaders, Baldwin IV's strategy of delaying the
advance of Saladin's forces was successful in its
primary purpose of allowing neighboring towns and
fortresses to prepare for the imminent siege. This
strategic tactic demonstrated Balduíno IV's ability to
think long term and adapt to circumstances to
protect the kingdom's interests. Despite not having
directly participated in the Battle of Hattin due to his
poor health, Baldwin IV played a key role in the
preparation and strategy of the battle. His leadership
during this critical period influenced the
determination and resilience of the Crusaders, who
fought valiantly in the face of decisive defeat. Although
the battle was a significant loss, Baldwin IV's legacy
in defending his homeland and his tireless quest for
the survival of the Kingdom of Jerusalem continued to
inspire generations to come.


